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As we enter the Christmas season, our thoughts turn toward the traditions 
that make this the most wonderful time of the year. Things like holiday 
decorations, favorite carols, family gatherings, and the exchanging of gifts. 
As wonderful as those things are, we know the real beauty of this season is 
found in the birth of Jesus. 

Join us for a special worship series that will celebrate the joy and wonder that 
can only be found in the true spirit of Christmas.

This guide is designed for individual or group use. Sermons in this series are 
available at MiddletownChristian.org/Sermons.

Content and questions by Brian Gerard.
Art by Brando Hall
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Week 1: November 27, 2022

Key Scripture: Luke 2:8-14

For generations, the people of Israel awaited the coming of a Messiah--a leader, sent from 
God, who would restore them as a people and as a nation. When the long-awaited Messiah 
finally came, he was not what the people expected. And yet, who Jesus was and the 
message he brought was exactly what the people needed then, and it is what we still need 
today. 

Discussion Questions:

1. What are some of your favorite holiday traditions?

2. Why do people often spend more time focusing on the secular side of Christmas instead 

of the sacred side? What does that say about our approach to this season?

 

3. The words messiah and Christ both mean anointed one. While that may be the literal 

definition, the true meaning of those words goes a bit deeper. How would you define 

them? What do they mean to your journey of faith?

4. Read Luke 7:36-50. This is the story of Jesus being anointed, but in his message, Brian 

described some ways in which it was very different from the usual practice. What are 

those differences? What do they say about the kind of Messiah Jesus was and still is?

5. At the heart of Jesus’ message is the call to love one another. In a world that has 

become so divided, this is not always easy. What are the barriers to doing that? What are 

some ways we can actively follow that call? How does doing so reflect the meaning of the 

Christmas season?
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Week 2: December 4, 2022

Key Scripture: Matthew 1:18-21

Before Christ was born, an angel appeared to Joseph and reassured him that the child 
conceived in Mary was from the Holy Spirit. Then the angel instructed Joseph to name the 
baby Jesus. While we may take that name for granted, it holds the key to the greatest gift 
we can receive this holiday season.

Discussion Questions:

1. How would you answer the question, “When were you saved?” 

2. What does salvation mean to you?

3. A simple definition of the word sin is to miss the mark. What does it mean to miss the 

mark when it comes to living our lives of faith?

4. Why is it sometimes hard to name the places we fall short in life – places where we miss 

the mark? 

5. While it can be difficult, recognizing our shortfalls in life is an essential part of the faith 

journey. Why is that particularly important during the Christmas season?
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Week 3: December 11, 2022

Key Scriptures: Isaiah 7, Matthew 1

In the same passage of Matthew where we read an angel instructed Joseph to name his 
child Jesus, we are told that “a young woman will conceive and bear a son, and they shall 
name him Emmanuel, which means God is with us.” 

While it seems a bit odd that Jesus would be given two names in the same passage, 
they are both meant to remind us that Jesus is not only our savior, but he is also the very 
presence of God in our midst. That is a good thing to remember not just during Christmas 
but through every season of life.

Discussion Questions:

1. What is your favorite Christmas carol? Why?

2. In the carol, O Come, O Come, Emmanuel we are reminded of God’s promise that a child 

will be born who is the very presence of God in our midst. What does God’s presence look 

like in this world? What does it look like in your life?

3. Read Hebrews 4:14-16. What does this passage mean to you?

4. In becoming flesh and walking among us, God came to know the human experience 

in the most intimate way possible. Just like us, Jesus lived through the greatest joys and 

the greatest challenges life has to offer. Jesus understands what it means to be human 

because he was human. Why is that so important to our experience of life and of faith? 
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Week 4: December 18, 2022

Key Scripture: John 1:1-5

The world can sometimes feel like a dark and scary place. The Christmas season reminds 
us that through Jesus, God sent a light that is powerful enough to shatter any darkness. As 
we near Christmas day and the nights grow longer, may we remember that the light of the 
world is about to be born. In him, we have nothing to fear and everything to gain.

Discussion Questions:

1. Have you ever been afraid of the dark? If so, what did that feel like? How did you create 

safe space for yourself at night or in other times of darkness?

2. The darkness that scripture talks about is not a literal one. Instead, it is something 

that represents danger, harm, oppression, and even death. Why do you think this type of 

imagery is so effective? 

3. One of the ways Jesus taught us to overcome the darkness of this world is through acts 

of love toward others. In what ways do you find that to be true? Have you ever struggled 

to believe that love is enough to conquer darkness and fear?

4. One of the most meaningful traditions of this season is the lighting of candles and the 

singing of Silent Night on Christmas Eve. If you’ve experienced it, what does that moment 

mean to you? 

5. With Christmas being a week away, what is one thing you can do this week to bring light 

into someone else’s life?
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December 2022 Events

Christmas at Middletown Concerts
Sunday, December 4th

2 PM & 5:30 PM
No tickets necessary.

Christmas Eve at Middletown
Saturday, December 24th

5 PM, 8 PM, and 11 PM
Childcare availble for 5 PM only.

Christmas Day at Middletown
Sunday, December 25th

11 AM
ONLINE ONLY


