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Scripture

Dear friends, since God loved us that much, we surely
ought to love each other. No one has ever seen God. But if
we love each other, God lives in us, and his love is brought
to full expression in us.
And God has given us his Spirit as proof that we live in
him and he in us. Furthermore, we have seen with our own
eyes and now testify that the Father sent his Son to be the
Savior of the world. All who declare that Jesus is the Son
of God have God living in them, and they live in God. We
know how much God loves us, and we have put our trust
in his love.
God is love, and all who live in love live in God, and God
lives in them. And as we live in God, our love grows more
perfect. So we will not be afraid on the day of judgment,
but we can face him with confidence because we live like
Jesus here in this world.
Such love has no fear, because perfect love expels all fear. If
we are afraid, it is for fear of punishment, and this shows
that we have not fully experienced his perfect love. We love
each other because he loved us first.

“We are called to play the Good Samaritan on life’s
roadside, but that will be only an initial act. One day
we must come to see that the whole Jericho Road must
be transformed so that men and women will not be
constantly beaten and robbed as they make their journey
on life’s highway. True compassion is more than flinging
a coin to a beggar.” (Martin Luther King Jr.)

Discussion Questions

1. Why do you think the two religious leaders did not
stop to help the man?
2. What is the difference between giving charity and
seeking justice?
3. How does experiencing God’s love help us move us
beyond our fear to stop?
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If you would like to subscribe to our sermon podcast on iTunes
or your favorite podcast app, visit MiddletownChristian.
org/sermons and scroll down until you see the “Subscribe
to Our Podcast” button and click. An easy way to ensure
that you never miss a sermon!

I John 4:11-19
What will happen to me if I stop?
What will happen to the man I don’t stop?
What will happen to me if I don’t stop?
“Charity is no substitute for justice. If we never challenge
a social order that allows some to accumulate wealth-even if they decide to help the less fortunate--while
others are short-changed, then even acts of kindness
end up supporting unjust arrangements. We must never
ignore the injustices that make charity necessary, or the
inequalities that make it possible. (Michael Eric Dyson)
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