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Scripture
25 One day an expert in religious law stood up to test Jesus 
by asking him this question: “Teacher, what should I do to 
inherit eternal life?”

26 Jesus replied, “What does the law of Moses say? How 
do you read it?”

27 The man answered, “‘You must love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, all your soul, all your strength, and all 
your mind.’ And, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”[c]

28 “Right!” Jesus told him. “Do this and you will live!”

29 The man wanted to justify his actions, so he asked Jesus, 
“And who is my neighbor?”

Main point: We instinctively tend to place limits on 
helping people. We do it for people like us, and for people 
whom we like. Jesus will have none of that. By depicting a 
Samaritan helping a Jew, Jesus could not have found a more 
forceful way to say that anyone at all in need - regardless 
of race, politics, class, and religion - is your neighbor. Not 
everyone is your brother or sister in faith, but everyone 
is your neighbor, and you must love your neighbor. But 
knowing this is simply not enough to motivate us.  

Luke 10:25-29 (NLT) 

Discussion Questions
1. How do I define neighbor? How does my community 

define it? My country?

2. How is Jesus challenging his audience to expand their 
definition of neighbor? How is he challenging me to 
me to expand my own definitions?

3. Call to mind examples of people or groups of people 
who you/your community/your country do not 
consider neighbors. What would it look like to be a 
neighbor to those individuals or groups of people?

4. How should Jesus’ love and sacrifice for us when we 
were unworthy and powerless affect motivation, or 
lack of motivation, to love our neighbors (especially 
the least of these)?

Subscribe to Our Sermon Podcast
If you would like to subscribe to our sermon podcast on iTunes 
or your favorite podcast app, visit MiddletownChristian.
org/sermons and scroll down until you see the “Subscribe 
to Our Podcast” button and click. An easy way to ensure 
that you never miss a sermon!
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Group Life @ Middletown
If you are interested in taking part in a sermon-based discussion 
group or other small group, visit middletownchristian.org or 
contact Tracey Spann, tspann@middletownchristian.org to 
learn more.
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