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Scripture
Genesis 32:22-32

22 The same night he got up and took his two wives, his 
two maids, and his eleven children, and crossed the ford 
of the Jabbok. 23 He took them and sent them across the 
stream, and likewise everything that he had. 24 Jacob was 
left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25 
When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he 
struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out 
of joint as he wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, “Let me 
go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let 
you go, unless you bless me.” 27 So he said to him, “What 
is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then the man[a] 
said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel,[b] for 
you have striven with God and with humans,[c] and have 
prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your 
name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” 
And there he blessed him. 30 So Jacob called the place 
Peniel,[d] saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and 
yet my life is preserved.” 31 The sun rose upon him as he 
passed Penuel, limping because of his hip. 32 Therefore to 
this day the Israelites do not eat the thigh muscle that is on 
the hip socket, because he struck Jacob on the hip socket at 
the thigh muscle.

• When have you wrestled with God over something?

• What did you learn from wrestling with God?

Scripture
Luke 10:25-37

25 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus.[a] “Teacher,” 
he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 26 He said 
to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read 
there?” 27 He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor 

as yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You have given the 
right answer; do this, and you will live.”

29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And 
who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied, “A man was going 
down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands 
of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, 
leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going 
down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on 
the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the 
place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a 
Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he 
saw him, he was moved with pity. 34 He went to him and 
bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on 
them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him 
to an inn, and took care of him. 35 The next day he took 
out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, 
‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you 
whatever more you spend.’ 36 Which of these three, do you 
think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of 
the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” 
Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

• In this story, who are our neighbors?

• Why is it hard to remember the muggers are also our 
neighbors?

• What are some ways we can play the role of the Good 
Samaritan at home? In our church? In our city?

• What are some ways we can speak into the larger systems 
to create a deeper form of justice?

• Where is God calling you to act?

Additional Scripture
Matthew 25:31-46; Matthew 21:12-17; Amos 5:24, Micah 
6:6-8
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If you are interested in taking part in a sermon-based discussion 
group or other small group, visit middletownchristian.org or 
contact Tracy Spann, tspann@middletownchristian.org to 
learn more.
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